Dwylo Bach

Supporting Children, Families and Community through High-Quality
Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care

Executive summary

Dwylo Bach provides high-quality, community-based early childhood experiences that
support babies, young children and their families through creative, inclusive and
developmentally informed play. Its work aligns strongly with the Welsh Government’s Early
Childhood Play, Learning and Care (ECPLC) Quality Framework, particularly in relation to
the role of the enabling adult, engaging experiences, effective environments, supporting
development and child-centred practice. By creating welcoming spaces where children and
adults can explore together, Dwylo Bach strengthens early relationships, promotes
communication and well-being, and supports children’s holistic development in ways that are
both meaningful and accessible. The provision also contributes to wider community cohesion
by fostering belonging, participation and partnership. For these reasons, Dwylo Bach
represents a strong case for continued investment and funding, with clear value for children,
families and the local bilingual community.

Dwylo Bach provides a highly valuable community-based early childhood offer that deserves
recognition not only for its creativity, but for the depth of its alignment with the principles set
out in A Quality Framework for Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care in Wales.

This document sets out how Dwylo Bach’s work in the local community reflects, and in many
areas exemplifies, the Welsh Government’s Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care
(ECPLC) approach for children aged O to 5. The ECPLC Quality Framework places
children’s development, well-being, rights and relationships at the heart of high-quality
provision, with particular emphasis on the role of the enabling adult, engaging experiences,
effective environments, supporting development, and child-centred practice. Dwylo Bach’s
sessions demonstrate these principles in meaningful, practical and inclusive ways that make a
significant contribution to children, families and communities.

The role of the enabling adult

One of Dwylo Bach’s greatest strengths is the way adults, carers and parents are
meaningfully included within the play experience, rather than positioned as passive
observers. Invitations to explore are intentionally designed so that adults and children can
engage alongside one another, encouraging shared attention, co-regulation, communication
and connection. By creating welcoming floor-based environments with cushions, mats and
accessible resources, the sessions naturally support adults to come down to the child’s level
and become active partners in play.

This approach has important developmental value. Floor-level exploration encourages babies
and young children to move freely, reach, stretch, balance and transition between positions,



helping to build core strength, coordination and physical confidence. Rather than asking
children to remain seated for extended periods, Dwylo Bach creates opportunities for active,
embodied learning in ways that are developmentally appropriate and responsive to individual
needs.

The quality of adult-child interaction within Dwylo Bach sessions is particularly notable.
Children and adults are given time and space to communicate through talk, gesture, facial
expression, movement and shared enjoyment. These warm, responsive exchanges help to
strengthen attachment, build confidence and support early communication. The presence of
caring artists and educators further enhances the experience, as they sensitively guide, model
and extend play when appropriate without overwhelming children’s own curiosity and
agency.

This relational approach distinguishes Dwylo Bach as a provision that understands play as
something shared, social and deeply connected to well-being. It supports families to
participate together, helping adults feel confident in their role as their child’s first and most
important educator while also strengthening a sense of belonging within the wider
community.

In ECPLC terms, Dwylo Bach demonstrates the work of the enabling adult through
thoughtful, respectful and responsive practice. Adults are not directing children towards
predetermined outcomes; instead, they enable play, exploration, curiosity and secure
relationships, which are central to high-quality early childhood provision in Wales.

Engaging experiences

Dwylo Bach offers children and families engaging experiences that are imaginative, open-
ended and rooted in creativity. Drawing inspiration from art exhibitions and cultural spaces
across Wales, the sessions provide carefully curated invitations to explore that feel rich in
possibility rather than prescriptive in outcome. This is highly consistent with the ECPLC
emphasis on play as a meaningful vehicle for learning, development and well-being.

The resources and provocations used within sessions support children to investigate light and
shadow, colour, texture, shape, pattern, sound and movement. In doing so, they encourage
exploration through the senses, stimulate curiosity, and create natural opportunities for
problem-solving, language development, symbolic thinking and creative expression. Because
the experiences are open and flexible, babies and young children are able to engage at their
own level, revisit ideas, and make discoveries in ways that are meaningful to them.

Effective environments

Dwylo Bach’s environments are a further example of strong alignment with the ECPLC
Quality Framework. The spaces are thoughtfully arranged to feel calm, welcoming and
intriguing, with resources that invite exploration and sustained engagement. Loose parts,
sensory materials and interesting objects are presented in ways that encourage children to
handle, combine, move, investigate and imagine. This kind of environment respects children
as active learners and communicates that their ideas, choices and ways of playing are valued.



Importantly, the environments do not rely on adult-made models or predetermined products.
Instead, children are free to use materials in their own way, following their interests and
testing out ideas. The considered use of lighting, music, layout and sensory detail contributes
to a sense of safety and belonging, which in turn supports confidence, concentration and
experimentation. In ECPLC terms, these are effective environments because they are
emotionally secure, developmentally appropriate and responsive to the child.

Supporting development

Dwylo Bach makes a significant contribution to the holistic development of babies and young
children. The sessions support physical development through movement, reaching, grasping,
crawling, balancing and sensory exploration. They support communication and language
through shared attention, conversation, storytelling through play, gesture and responsive adult
interaction. They also nurture social and emotional development by offering secure, joyful
experiences in which children can build confidence, express themselves, regulate emotions
and form trusting relationships with both familiar adults and others in the community.

The developmental impact of this work is particularly powerful because it is not delivered in
isolation. Creativity, movement, communication, sensory experience and relational warmth
are woven together in ways that reflect how young children learn best. This integrated
approach mirrors the ECPLC framework’s emphasis on supporting the whole child and
ensuring that development is understood as interconnected rather than compartmentalised.

Child-centred practice

Children are clearly at the heart of everything Dwylo Bach does. The sessions are designed
around curiosity, creativity, communication and inclusion, with careful attention to what
children notice, how they respond, and where their interests lead. This means that children
are not simply participating in adult-led activities; they are actively shaping the experience
through their own exploration, preferences and ideas. Such an approach reflects the child-
centred values of the ECPLC framework and demonstrates a deep respect for children as
capable, expressive and competent individuals.

Wider ECPLC themes: rights, inclusion, health, communication and
partnership

Dwylo Bach’s work also connects strongly with the wider themes that sit within the ECPLC
framework. Its inclusive, welcoming approach supports participation for a broad range of
children and families and helps create a sense of belonging within the local community. Its
emphasis on shared play, communication and sensory-rich experiences contributes positively
to health and well-being, while also supporting speech, language and communication
development in authentic and relational ways. The sessions model partnership working by
bringing together children, parents, carers, artists and educators in a shared space, and they
can play an important role in supporting positive transitions by building confidence,
familiarity and connection.



Taken together, these features show that Dwylo Bach is not simply delivering enjoyable play
sessions; it is providing high-quality, community-rooted early childhood provision that is
closely aligned with national policy and recognised best practice in Wales. Its work supports
babies and young children to thrive, strengthens relationships within families, and enriches
the local community through accessible, creative and developmentally informed experiences.
As such, Dwylo Bach represents a strong case for investment and continued funding, with
clear evidence of both immediate benefit and longer-term social value.

This statement has been prepared to support recognition of Dwylo Bach’s
contribution to early childhood play, learning and care, and to evidence its
strong suitability for continued funding and partnership support.
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